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HISTORIC MOMENT!
May 1968 as Past
Commanders receive
Life Memberships.
This boosted the total
to 25, assuring Post
5040 of a Perpetual
Charter, Front: Don
Wilkerson, Frank
Cacci, Bill Thomson,
Bill Mansfield, Joe

| Thiede, Earl Holm,
Roy Stackhouse.
Back: Arncld Romo,
Kenneth Kerns, Dean
Mishler, Ervin Burg,
Arthur Schuld Jr.,
LaVern Emricson,
Kennath Korst and
Howard Wolff,

FOURTH OF JuULY
FESTIVAL!

For many years, this was
a VFW sponsored and
staffed community-wide
celebration “to keep family
off the roads" and provide
wholesome local enter-
tainment. This isa 1954
view of City Park where
the swimming pocl is now
located.

OM THE COVER—FPhotos depict the four pillars, the foundation for VFW Post 5040. VETERANS—Manthly trips to visit hospitalized veterans
at Narth Chieage: Gertrude Korst, Mary Wille, Betty Mishler, Loretta Heidtke and Elna Schmidt, COMMUNITY—0ne communily service ex-
ample, V-J Day and Pageant of Drums, 20 years, headed by Maynard Wilkerson. PATRIOTISM—Flags to schools is an example, This phote
shows a flag raising at 5t. Marny School: Terry Menzel, Lee Murphy and VFW Commander Howard Wellf. YOUTH—Litlle League, Teener
League, Christmas parties. This photo shows Little League action at Sullivan Field (Don Peasley Historic Gallery Photos)
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June 1996, Volume 41, Number 12, Don Peasley, Editor.

Special assistance wilh this issue by Leslie McLesr and Denise Grafi Ponstein. Also Joe and Marge Thiede, Henry Mulle, Sarah Peasley,
Cheryl Wormley, and Barney DeWane. Graphics and layout by Denise Graff Ponstein al INDEpth Graphics and Printing. All photos by Don
and Mark Peaslay unless otherwise indicated, Woodstock VFW NEWS is winner of 11 national VFW awards and over 25 state VFW
awards in "best Post publication” competition. Special acknowledgment to Maynard Wilkerson and Dwayna Raney as business managers
in the first few years of this publication, and thanks to the only four printers during the 50 years: Betty Lindvall and Helen Jenner at Allied
Printing; Herbert and Joyce Miller and Fred Noer at the Walworth Times; Ken Karns; and for the past 15 years, Dale Brown and Mike
Hitzeman at Schrmidt Printing. Copyright 1996 by Don Peasley, Woodstock, llinois 80098, June 1, 1986,




% % % On 4 Pillars, the VEW Builds

By DOM PEASLEY
Woodstock VFW NEWS Editar

Throughout 50 years, members of the
Woodstock VFW and Auxiliary have strived
to build on three pillars:

1. Service to Veterans.

2. Service to Youths and

Families.

3. Service to our Community.

This issue of the Waodstock VFW
MEWS rellects on the five decades since
Workd War Il velerans in late 1245 began
work lgading to MPW Post 5040, The char-
ter came through on March 4, 1946, our
Post's official birthday!

Producing this maonthly publication for
the WEW and Auxiliary since the first issue
July 1855 is a labor of love for this editor—
ol pride in being so inlimalely associaled
over an extended period with men and
women dedicated to serving olhers:

In a special way we salute the hundreds
of valunlesrs who place Service First,

Your dedication, in an unassuming, of-
ten-untold manner, helps shape the VFW
into & formidable community servant as well
as a dependable helping hand for velerans.
Helping veterans of course remains the Mo.
1 responsibility for VEW and Auxiliary mem-
bears.

I this 50th anniversary issue, | add a
Fourh Pillar:

4. Patriotism.

Members' devotion 1o country is deep
and troe. Through the VEW and Auxiliary,
you show it in many ways; Flying the Ameri-
can flag daily; donating flags to schools, civic
groups, and local organizations; sponsoring
the Vioice of Democracy essay conlasl; con-
ducting programs at schools 10 focus atlien-
tion on whal patriofism means and how good
cilizens respect their country’s heritage; tak-
ing part in career days at schools: suppaort-
ing the National Guard; opening each meel-
ing with a prayer and Pledge of Allegiance;
and conducting Memorial Day and Veterans
Day cbservances each year,

This anniversary Woodstock VFW
WEWS includes "Down Memaory Lana"
vignettes from membars and community
leaders, | appreciate this response with per-
sonal memories.

Phatos help remind us of activities and
people involved in Post 5040—not by any
means do we show all who have been a part
of the YFW but | hope readers will consider

RAY SODEN, Past VW National Commander (lell), presents Commander Ed Wille with the Perpetual
Charter, Art Muller, Mational Council mamber, is with Soden and Wille. March 29, 1965,

EUPFGFIT GF F’UPPY DAYS s a S0-yvear
commitment, oiten with colorful displays and
alwrays with many mambers on the sireets, Maney
collected is used for YFW Retiel Fund, Belly
Stackhouse and Rulth Wilkerson directed Ihis
display an the Square, Lorraing Halm is at lefi,
1956

my pholas through the years a salute to all
who have made Post 5040 one of
Woodstock's truly outstanding community
arganizations.

While Service to Vetarans is paramount,
another characteristic of the VFW and Aux-
iliary has been the readiness to help a good
cause. . loraise maoney, provide volunleers.
and support a communily enterprse,

Another charactaristic during these 50
years has been the willingnass 1o lackle big
projects—big in work, in scope, in financial
risk. The Fourth of July Festival was an early
commitment. The V-J Day celebralion and
Pageant of Drums {1955-1974) was anather
gigantic undertaking.

This year, as our 50th anniversary pre-
sentation 1o our communily, the VEW pre-

V-J DAY COLOR GUARD, all Vietnam War
velerans: Bob Bishop, Geng Church, Chuck
Gehrke and Fred Douglass, 1970,

semted a Memaonal in the picluresque city
square. It was dedicated during Memarial
Diay ceremonigs and reads:
Dedicated to all Veterans of
U. 5. Arimed Forces

Past, Present and the Future

From 1950 until the sarly 19603, the
YW handled concessions and carnival at
the MeHenry County Fair, The VEW helped
organize the Lillle League in 1954 and has
been a constanl financial supporler since.
The 13-15-year-old Teener League was a
Mational YFW program for many years,

In those first years of the VEW, a hous-
ing shortage was a serious problem. Don
Wilkerson led the VRW's Invelvementin gan-
erating action. Wilkerson recalled another

Continwed on Page 4
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Down
Memory Lane

{Editor's Note: VFW and Auxil-
iary members re-live their VFW
years through Down Memory Lane
throughout this anniversary issue.)

&=9)

Jim and | were introduced to the VFW
Past 5040 when we lived in Cary, Il When
we moved to Woodstock in 1981 we look
advantage of the very good fellowship and
camaraderie we found there. Everyone at-
ways made time lo welcome us and visit
even though we did not join right avway. | can-
not recall when Jim did join as a Lifetime
mamber, but we have enjoyved averything
immensely,

Joe and Marge, all the bartanders,
wailpersons—EVERYOME always makes us
feel like they arz so glad we came when we
are able 10 gel back to visit,

Jim misses his three o'clock fun fime
there VERY much. He so enjoyed the fel-
lowship and card games. He loved to "chew
the fat" with all the guys when he retired. We
are in lowa so we can travel a lot. There are
rmary Lhings we miss, of course,

We really enjoy our Weoodstock VFIWY
MWEWS and are very glad the Post has il as
it keeps us in touch, We feel—UNITED WE
STAND—ARART WE FALL. Unity is wonder-
ful and perhaps best for all veteran groups,

Yours in Comradeship,
Jim and Bette Stone
Mapleton, lowa

(=D

| rermember all the years a group of us
decorated the reviewing stand for the V-J Day
parades and the good limes we had at the
carnivals al city park. Onee during a violant
thunderstorm most of the booths blew down.

I helped with the Bingo games at the
old huilding. We had so many Bingo players
they had 1o sit on the steps to play.

We had good limes working on many
dinners and VFW picnics at cily park. My
good friend Ray Gaylard and | would stop at
the club every day for years lo sign up far
the drawing which | never won.

| drove the tractor pulling the floatin the
VFW parade. | remember the funny car—

P e

VFW MEMBERS PURCHASED this hame fram the Austin family, 240 Throop Street, lor $12,000 and
started building an additicn in 1952, Joa Thiede was inslalled as Commander at the firsl major ceremeny

in gur sacond floor meating hall in 1954,

the old Model T Ford—with some big heavy

guys riding in the rear so it would rear up

when it started. So many of those good
Iriends have passed away.

Glen Fringer

Weoodstock

N

One of my earliest memorigs is work-
ing with Post 5040 after the purchase of the
old house that became our Post “home " We
ware dismantling the old brick posts off the
front porch and planning to lake them to the
city dump. | told the fellows it was closer to
my lot than the dump so the bricks were
hauled to my place. The chimney on my
house was built with those bricks. And, those
bricks are harder than concrete! | wonder if
the bricks aran’t close to 100 years old now,

Anather vivid memory is helping Gor-
don Wallis and others cooling pop-in horse
tanks at festivals held in city park.

I recall in 1943 my squadron was sent
to the extreme northern tip of of Australia
on the York peninsula in preparation for the
Coral Sea battle. & heavy bombardment
group of B-24s came to join us on the York
peninsula. Later, aboul 1947-1848, | was
“shooling the breeze” with ane of our Post
5040 members, Richard (Doc) May. | discov-
erad he was a member of that same B-24
Group!

| am a member of the firing squad and

have kept a shell from each event for the
past two or three years. | inscribad the event
on gach shell | fired and now have 40 shells
in my callection.

In 1992 John Sorensen and | were the
only two active Father and Son teams in the
Pasl, My son Richard is currently an active
mermber of his Post on 1he Hawaiian island
of Kauai.

Harold R. Irwin
Woodstock

(=

| joined the VFW in 1968 and became
maore actively involved in the early 1970s. |
moved up through the chairs and served as
Commander 1977-78 and 1978-79. | beligve
I was on the board of directars for nine years,
| have served as adjutant nine out of the last
10 years.

| have enjoyed working on different func-
fions and enjoy the number of friends | have
made belonging to the VEW. The past 18
years | have baen calling for Bingo and | have
marched in Memaorial Day parades. My wifa
and | ga ta the Marth Chicago Vieterans Has-
pital and enjoy spending tirme with the vels
playing Bingo with tham,

What | really have seen is the growth in
attendance at our Post meetings and the
nurmber of Commanders who have come up
through the chairs the last 15 years.

Jim Gehrke
Weodstock




* % % [t's A Year to Celebrate

As the Woodslock VEW's 50th anniver-
sary celebralion nears, reminiscing stirs up
many recallactions. Down Memory Lane in
this issue reflects the respect and admira-
tion the men and women of Post 5040 have
tar their organization and their accomplish-
ments by working fogether for commaean in-
terest.

The formal anniversary has been set for
Saturday, Junez 8, delaying a couple of
rmonihs from the March 4, 1996 half century
charter date so veterans in the sunny South
in March could be back to enjoy this reunion.

Ancd what a reunion it will be! Members
living in Michigan, Florida, Calilernia, and
Maw York will be at the VFW Saturday, June
8. Our Post is being honored with the par-
licipation of Ray Soden in our celebration.
Ray is a Past Illinois VFW Commander
{1964-65) and Mational VFW Commander-
in-Chief {1973-74) who has been at our Post
many limes. He participated in our V-J Day
celebration in 1964, and he presented Paost
5040 with its Perpetual Charter on March
29,1969,

Ray, recognized for his agaressive lob-
bying for fair treatment of veterans by Con-
grass and the President, installed our VEW
oificers in May 1986, our 40th year.

Plan to come early on June 8. Make
your reservalions-- a few places are still
available at $10 each—ior a joyous reunion.
On display will be scrapbooks, photos and
other memorabilia provided by members.
The raception begins at 4 p.m., three hours
1o visil with friends, see many people back
especially for this celebration and enjoy the
success of the VEW in serving as a pillar of
strength for velerans throughout the half
century.

The dinner, served by Club Manager
Hose Kunavich, will start at ¥ pom. The pro-
gram will feature remembrances of the Aux-
iliary by Pat Gaylord, a talk by Bay Soden,
remembered for his forceful eflorts to obtain
adeguate funding of the Veterans
Administration's hospitals in the early 1970s,
and reflections by charter members,

Ray, 72, enlisted in the Mavy soon aftar
the attack on Pearl Harbor, He served aboard
the LISS Claxton, His ship was involved in
convoy duly for the invasion of Morth Alrica.
Then the squadron joined the war in the
Pacilic tar 1he invasions of Okinawa, Leyle
Guif, Guam, Saipan, Guadalcanal and lwo
Jima. He earned seven battle stars and two
Presidential Unit Citations.

Charler members of the Post will recall

RAY SODEMN, Fast Mational VFW Commander, is our 50th anniversary spaaker. He honared our Post
wilh his parlicipation in our 1964 V-J Day Dinner when he was Hinols VFW Commander, With him is
Lavarn Emricsan, 1984 Waadslock YFW Commander.

! i ]
1996-97 5040 ASSOCIATION board of directors.
Frant: Henry Nulle, Dean Mishler, John Curran,
Vice President; Joe Thiede. Back: Carl Glawa,
Richard Hushsch, Donald Sword, President; and
Raymond Hills, Sacretary. Absenl; Fred Reese.

AUXILIARY UNVEILS banner showing its charter
date: Jan, 29, 1947, From left: Joan Mansfield,
Ruby Wilkersan and Arlene Cacai,

the start of Post 5040 and how il has grown
1o its present position as one of Woodstock's
mosl oulstanding communily organizations
in addition to its commitment to veterans.
Music for the evening will be providad
by Mario with dancing to begin at 9:15 p.m.

1856-57 5040 ASSOCIATION board of directors,
Fronl: Bob Heidike, Bill Mansfigld, Bud Bahlor,
President; Gena Philipp and Gordon Wallis, Back:
Maynard Wilkerson, Del Lea, Daan Mishler and
Joe Thiede.

199697 OFFICERS. Hanry Mulle, G‘ammander
Robert Watls, Senior Vice Commandar: William
Lylard, Junior Vice Commander, Back: James
Gehrke, Adjutant; and Walter Kuck, Judge
Advocale.

Members of the 501h annivarsary commil-
tee are Henry Mulle, chairman; Ray and Yiola
Erown, Pat Gaylord, Joa Thisde, Walter
Kuck, Bob Watts, William Lyiord, Dean
Mishler and Don Peasley.
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS al lhe 35th annivarsary. Front: Barbam Gehrke, Glenna Cross, Sue Kyle,

Chriz Gehrke, Zelma Sehulz and Vara Erb, Back: Marian Long, Helen Kyle, Grace Hoay, Naomi Clcoit,
Elzanor Kesselring, Joan Mansfield, Ruby Wilkerson, Pal Gaylord and Irene Bischoff, 1981

BILL MANSFIELD ACCEPTS congratulations {ram Bill Thomson, 1851 Commander, Mansfiald waz
1952 Cemmander, Fram lefl: Bud Behler, Maynard Wilkerson, Bill Mansfield, Bab Reynolds and Bill
Thomson. 1952,

4 Pillars - Continued from Page 1

YEW commitment in the first years: The
VWFW conducted many military funerals as
hodies wera returned from overseas,

“The precise action and sincere devo-
tion of the WEW in this sad jask brought com-
munity commendation and credit 1o the Post”
he recalled.

Bill Thomson, a World War | vateran,
was a Woodstock Typewriter employee. Ina
1956 interview he told ma how the VEFW was
started in Woodstock,

44—

“ had a relative in the VFW in Califor-
nia, and | liked the program he talked aboul.”
said Thomson, "l joined the Crystal Lake Post
in 19242, and when veterans started coming
back, | began thinking about our own Post.

“I talked to Meil Cooney. He contacted
others who actually founded our VEW!

A Woodstock Semtine! clipping dated
Mov 15, 1945 tells aboul an organization
rmeeting of the VFW at the courthouse. MNeil
Cooney was elected first Commander at thal

. .q'-' * f '-‘.; -\- 'I : | a— WO
TENTH ANNIVERSARY May 5, 1956: Neil
Caaney (lell), 1946-47 Commander, and Ray
Lechner, Stale Commander. Helen Corey mads
lha beauliful cake, designed to reprasant an open
book.

meefing. The members met March 4, 1946
after receiving the charter o elecl new offic-
ers, Meetings wera held at the courthouse,
Odd Fellows Hall, and in the room above
the drug store at Benton and Cass.

On Dec. 16, 1948, members purchased
thiz Austin property for 512,000, This served
as headguarters until 1853 when the present
struclure (o the rear of that house was com-
pleted by members, Until the old house was
tarn down, the VEW donated its use to civic
groups such as the Adult and Child Reha-
bilitation Center.

Two major decisions in 1247: Help spon-
sor Memorial Day and make monthly rips
to the Veteran's Hospital at Morth Chicago.

In 1955 two enduring developrents: n
July members approved a monthly publica-
tion as a way to communicate with mem-
bers regularly. In early 1955 members sip-
porled Maynard Wilkerson's proposal for a
V-J Day Parade and Pageant of Drums, as
a patriotic adventure and community cel-
ebration. This 20-year aclivity brought na-
tional recognition (o the our Post.

Two ather ongoing commitments de-
serve recognition. One is the support of the
Mational Home at Eaton Rapids, Mich. for
widows and children of velerans, The ather
iz the annual Buddy Poppy Days, with the
money going to the hospitalized vetarans
who made them and to the Post for its relief
fund—maoney used sirictly for veterans and
their families who need help.



JOETHIEDE is a charter member who
las served wilh distinction as boared
mamber, Commander, Quariermaster
for the past 16 years and club manager
for over 25 years. He retired [ate last
year a5 manager—but he's still mest
comfariable in the kilchen where he's
served cur members and guesis ina
grand slyla.

-

YOLUNTEERS. WHO BETTER 1o lypily
volunfaensm than Pat Gaylord whose energy and
detenmination make “Soup la Nuts” a grand fund-
raiser! She also knows how 10 relax, anjoying the
chairs for sale with Sally Shoemaker.

* e
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YOLUNTEERS.YOU ARE A big part of why Posi

MARCH 29, 1969, an historic datle in Post 5040 history as it recelves the Parpetual Charter, These aro
5040 is suecessful. This special VFIW MEWS  Lite Members at this presentation. Frenl: Commander Ed Wille; Seated: Don Wilkerson, Frank Cacei,
edition is dedicaled fa you, and representative of  Bill Thamsan, Bill Mansfield, Earl Holm, Amold Ramo and Dean Mishler. Back: Frank Locs, Garndon

hoiw you help is Clifton Murphy, relaxing between  Walliz, Jim Rousey, Dwayne Raney, Howard Wollf, Ken Korst, Arl Schuld, Jim Gooney, Ed Maxwel,
sates al a "Soup to Muls” sale.

Ervin Burg and LaVern Emricson,
- TR R T

e gl b/
THE WFW ENTERED this float in Woodstack's Centennial Parade in 1852, The VFW is big on parades, sponsoring the memorabl

& \-J Day Parades and
Pageants al Drums fram 1855 through 1574 and now taking part in the Dick Tracy Days parades as honor guard with the colors 1o lead the parade; This
years Dick Tracy Days Parade; Sunday, Juno 23,
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% % % Hor h( Years

From the first years, the first Thurs-
day of the month had special significance
for VFW and Auxiliary members.

That date is the time for the trip to the
Veterans Hospital at North Chicago. This
commitmen! began in early 1847, and the
promise o remember haspitalized members
has heen kept each month since that—a
remarkable commitment!

So many deserve plaudils for this dedi-
cation. In the early years, the Esguires Or-
chestra led by Jim Bates participated in en-
lertaining hospitalized veterans. Frank and
Gloria Holy, Larry and Helen Kyle, and
Marge Henry are representative of those
who helped 5040 fulfill the promise in the
pasl.

Since 1970 Barbara Gehrke has been
a faithful visitor, Her husband Jim is also a
committed devoles of remembering hospi-
lalized veterans, and today this VW couple
provides the leadership and enthusiasm fo
keep Post 5040's commitment alive,

& typical trip now finds volunteers leay-
ing the VFW about 5:30 p.m. They go to the
WA Morth Chicago mental health cemer and
check in with the recreation chairman.

“We'll play Bingo and serve pizza and
pop” says Barbara. “We sometimes bring
toilet articles, T-shirls, clothes, puzzles,
books and magazines donated by our mem-

bars)

From Woadstock VFW NEWS
MARCH 1966 Downey Trips Are
Bright Stars For All

Ciffering understanding is ane of tha key
ways Auxiliary members help the men and
woman they visit al Dewney Hospital each
maonth.

Because of their experience in warking
with veterans at the big veteran’s hospital,
visitars from Post 5040 have been asked to
work with patignts in the psychiatric wing of
Downey Hospital.

Mrs. Yvonne Wollf, chairman of these
trips, says the contact with these people ovar
a period of time has helped acquaint volun-
teers with the true meaning of mantal iliness.

Fatients who atlend the VYFW Auxiliary
party are chosen carefully They are Tully
capable of this "outside” contacl. The visils
are uplifting, both to the patients and 10 the
VYFW men and women,

Continsed on Fage 7

We Remember

EARLY IN THE YFW'S HISTORY, VAW and .ﬂluxilia;;.r members made lwice-a-monih rips 10 Downey

Haospital ko visit hospitalized veterans. For 50 years this conlinues 10 be an ongoing monthly commitmeant,

18586,
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WODDSTOCK VFW arganized a collection for the
Greal Lakes Maval Hospital Christmas program,
December 5§, 1865, Peggy Colling, Miss WFW,
visited the hospital to help distribute giflls and
brighten the day for those she visited. From left:
Do Librande, Vietnam chairman  flor
Carpentersville, and Woodsiock VW
Commander Art Schuld,

FULFILLING THE COMMITMERNT 1o ramembar
hospitalized vaterans, thase Auxiliary members
ara ready for the monthly tip to Downey Hospital.
Thay're loaded with cupcakes and magazines far
this February 1966 journey. From left: Yvonne
Woltf, Helen Kyla, Auxliary Pragident; and Marge
Thiede,

DO YOU QLD-TIMERS recognize this raam? It's in the Austin home, our first building, 1934 or 1955,
with these Past Commanders: Bob Conway, Maynard Wilkerson, Jog Thiede, Bill Manshield and Bil
Thamson.



% % % 61 Charter Members (0f 224) Are Members Today

Of the original 224 charter members,
Quartermaster Joe Thiede reports 61 are
members today. There are a few charter
membears belonging to other Posts or not
members of any YFYW Post, bul just how
many Joe is unable to determine. Yet, it is
impressive to have so many charter mam-
bers still an integral part of Post 5040, and
o all them we exlend a special HAPPY AR-
MIVERSARY and CONGRATULATIONS on
helping establish the VFW in Waoaodslock,
Bob Conway and Carl McBroom were instru-
mental in obtaining 240 Throop Street as the
Post home, our location today, Conway and
McBroom oblained the Austin property for
£12,000. McBroom sold many 325 shares.
On Dec. 17, 1951, the morigage was paid
off and burned. Soon members added to that
criginal building and later purchased the
adjacent parking lot, Since thal time, the
VEW and the cily mergad the adjacent park-
ing areas into a larger parking location.
Lester "Doc” Edingar, World War | vateran
and active in the American Legion and YVFW,
served as Memarial Day parade marshal for
many years, Who can forget the statuesque
figure of Dog, wearing his World War | uni-
forml, astride a prancing stead heading west
on Jackson Street to lead the parade to the

cemeteries?

Downey Trips—
Continued from Page 6

More participanis are needed, and
many hon-Auxiliary members go on these
frips. They leave from the VFW Post home
on the second Monday of each month. Call
Mrs. Wallt and learn more about how you
can have a rewarding evening—and help
some nearly forgotten people, our hospital-
ized veterans,

Robert Johnson Jack Meyers

Wilbyer Kigler Bernard Meuchiller
Earl Holrm Rabert Reynolds
George Burke Vernon Kopsell
Ed Sleinwehe Dominic Amico
Kenneth Maoble Robert MeCay
Elmer Clausen Ray Heniken
Hober Joorietz Don Perkins
Lester Sohst Ray Brown

John Kennedy Cean Mishler
Richard Howell Elwood Shenwin
Glenn Gibson LeRoy Corey

Elmear Musser

Erwin Bauman
Walter Silliman
Harold Knutson

James Robertson
Joseph Thiede
Maynard Wilkerson
Robert Clark

* X X

Robert Behlar Donald Bladgeit
Fred Reese Matt Tanzer
James Farrali Aobart Korslin
Harald Irwin Gordon Walker
Ray Murphy Art Tikstra
Richard May Lorson Pulver

Cirville Disbrow
Waller Manske

James Rousey
Del Lee

Harry O'Brien Gerald Palmguist
Hichard Rabbitt Allred Messman
Fen Hunt Jack Wendt

Bill Hinner Carl Henning

Victar Hermansaon
James Phelps
Sam Dyksira
Francis Ditlberner

Clifton Murphy

Auxiliary Charters with 33 Members

The Auxiliary was instiluted January 29, 1947, with 268 members and held open for
Threg months, until April 29, 1947, On that date membership lotaled 33.

Martha Bennett
Loretta Brown

Mary Harriel Buckley
Gen Conway Steagall
Grace Conway
Katherine Cooney

Lill Echert

Palricia Kennedy Gaylord
Darlens Howell

Elsie Jacobs
Margaret Johnson

Leila Pratt

HONOR AMERICA

Elizabeth Joorfelz
Leonie Kennedy
Raobin Kennedy
Agnes Liddell

Betly Mishler

Edna Thomson

Clara Mishler

Arling Moricoli Karlson
Phyllis Palmguist

Edna Rainsford

Mamie Robertson
Genevieve Roper
Grace Sohst
Margaret Stamels
Anna Purvey
Karlen Cooney
Eleanor Kesselring
Dioris Neuchiller
Catherine Mishler Gregory
Catherine Cooney
Mary Cooney

“Irrthe future, we look fonvard to a world founded on four essential freedoms: Freedorn of
speach and exprassion, freedom of every person to worsihip God in his own way, freedom
from want, freedom from fear. That is no vision of 8 distant miltenniucm. It is g definife
basis for a kind of world attainable in aur own fima.”

Presfident Frankliin D, Roasevell, soon after the start of World War i1,

ITECH

Machining & Grinding Inc.
This special charter member page is sponsored by EMTECH and its owner LaVern Ermicson, LaVern, still active
with drum and bugle corps appearances in Woodstock, was Woodstock VFW Commander in 1964,




QUR HOMNOR GUARD TODAY, lram left, front: Charles Brown, Charles Mathey, RBichard Glawe, Elmer Glausen, Commander; Henry Mulle, Charles Gehrke,
Joe Thiede, Jack Fish, Elmer Musser and William Lylord. Back: George Piklor, Jack Meyers, Ron Mehls. Floyd Wilcox, John Wealler, Robert Malihan, Rotart
Watiz, Harold Inein, Larry Dhom, Ben Parker, Ray Hills and Bruce Shisler. Absent; James Gehrke, David Grote, Fred Reese, Art Schuld and Danald Sword.
(Don Peasley Pholo) 1986

% Honor Guard Members and Years They Joined

Charles Brown 1930 David Grote 15985 Elrmer Musser 1991 Bruce Shisler 1992
Elmer Claugen 1948 Ray Hills 1985 Ron Mehls 1895 Don Sword 1990
Larry Dham 1994 Harold Irwin 19490 Hank Mulle 1988 Joe Thiede 1946
Jack Fish 1846 William Lyford 1990 Ben Parker 1975 Robert Watts 1962
Chuck Gehrke 1962 Charles Mathey 1953 George Piklor 1988 John Weller 1992
Jim Gehrke 1969 Jack Meyers 1946 Fred Rease 1988 Floyd Wilcox 18682
Richard Glawe 1935 Robert Molthen 1983 Art Schuld 1959

ORIGINAL EIGHT MEMBERS OF WOODSTOCK'S WFW Monor Squad. From left: Elmer Clausen, Commander of the Honor Guard; Rabert Church,
Frangis Dilbermer, George Wilson, William Mansfield, Roy Stackhouse, Frank Cacci and Joe Thiede. (Meadiar Studio). 1947
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Down
Memory Lane.. .
Photo-Reminiscing
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Front: SAD SACKS—Clarence Wesiphal, Bill
Padolski, Dick Dana, Arnie Ramo, Bud Behler was
abzenl. Back: YARD BIRDS—Everalt Anderson,
Vorn Heldenraich, Roy Smith, Spike Massman
and Bud Turncw, 1957

Front: STINKERS—Ed Stanger, Bud Gehrke,
Lyle Bungard and Bill McCannan, Back:
TAAILERS— Chester Dielz, Teener Philipp, Irv

Front: SHARPSHOOTERS—Ray Stanger, Don
Parking, George Johnson, Bud Saver and Roy
Stackhouso. Back: SPLIT SHOTS—Low Gebirke,
Rabert Shook. Morman Stanger. Fritz Grasserand
Howard Demont.

WHO CAN FORGET the Auxiliarattes, a dancing group of Auxiliary mambears who entenainad and had
plenty of fun? Wha can forget the February 1956 cover pholo of this dancing lineup? From lefl: Ruby
Wilkarson, Jan Riggle, Pauling O'Brien, Betty Stackhouse, Lorraine Holm, Helen Lee, Betty Mishier
and Loralta Heildtke.

VFW MEMBERS DO appreciate the work of the Auxiliary. Al a banquel preparad and servad by VR
members in 2arly 1958, men served flaming bake Alaskas. Front: Del Lee, Roy Stackhouse, Elmear
Clausen, Maynard Wilkersan and Bill Manstield,

APRIL 7, 1962. MILITARY BALL was a surprise of the social season. Prize winnars (from the lefl)
Arnie Aomao, Bob Schoenbeck, Ren Kramer, Iry Aavang, Les Liddall and Al Mansfield,
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* % %
The Start of

Post 5040
* % %

FROM APRIL 1956 VFW NEWS
10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE
In the Beginning

Frankly, there is some dispule concern-
ing jusi who broached the subject of start-
ing a VFW in Woodstock.

Thal's our conclusion, and many mern-
bers may disagree if they fell they were
closely invelved in its beginnings.

The impartant thing to us, however, is
that veterans were interested in founding a
YFW in Woodstock. When we chatled with
Bill Thomson aboul the member feature
{January issue), he told us aboul getting the
idea fora Post while visiting in California with
friends.

A few men like Neil Cooney, Bob
Johnson, Frank Kennedy, Julius Wien, Elmer
Clausen, John Rainsford and Bill Thamsaon
were involved

At any rale, members mel on Novem-
ber 15, 1945, in the Knights of Columbus
hall (according 1o newspaper accounts, in
the courl house according 1o a charter mem-
ber) lo organize and elect officers.

Temporary officers were chosen pend-
ing official approval. Neil Coongy, Com-
mander: Robert Johnson, Senior Vice Com-
mander; Dave Riley, Junior Vice Com-
mander; Dick Howell, Quartermaster; and
Julius Wien, Bill Themson, and John
Rainsford, Trustees.

The WFW officially got its start with re-
caipt of ils charter on March 4, 1948, Mael-
ing in the Qdd Fellows hall, they electad
Frank Kennedy, World War 1l air force pilot,
as the first Commander.

Frank was called back to aclive duty in
August, 1951 and chose 1o make the ser-
vice his career, He's now in Japan with his
family. His wife. Robin, was an Auxiliary
president.

From the beginning Post 5040 was
started with 224 charter members. A total of
108 men have been membears every one of
lhe 10 years-a remarkable record of inlerest.
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COMMUMITY SERVICE is one of the VFW's pillars. Thesa YW members receive recognilion at a

July 1671 ceremony presided over by Frank Loss, Senior Vice Commander, From lelt: Loraine Loss,
cited for her Voice of Democracy chairmanship: and De De Schuld, Alice Faate and Zelma Schulz,
cited far leadership in the VFW Buddy Poppy campaign.

TWO VFW MEMBERS, Dwayne Haney and Gas
Palizzi, have formed an umpiring team in Littla
League for over 20 years, The VFW has been a
girong supparter of Woodstack Lillle League since
its founding in 1954, Ranoy was a manager the
first seven years, then president four years and a
biaard members almost every year. Cas served
as co-umpirg-in-chief in the 19605,

THE FIRST YEARS

March 18, 1846—"\oted lo pay duss for
Spanish-American war veterans of Canute
Les Camp No. 29, and the 12 were accepted
as charter members. On same dale, voled
to sponsor V-E dance—our first money-mak-
ing project! The tradition of a “name band"
attraction was born.

April 17—Membership, 147, June 6—
200 reached. October 6—Looked into buy-
ing Townsend praperty. Also approved 5150
for athletic fund. Thus early in the Post's his-
tory sparts began playing an impartant role,

FOR MANY YEARS, the VFW presentad traphies
1o the most valuable lootball players al he Lo
high schogls, 1955; Commandear Earl Holm
presents The trophy fa Tarry Britz at the St Mary's
banquet. Sealed at the 1able is Father Joseph

Egan.

and sporfing events and sponsorship of ah-
letic teams have always been a key phase
of this VFW.,

Movember 1B—Voled Lo organize an
Auxiliary after discussing it at the meeting
two weeks earlier,

December 16—After Carl McBroom,
commities chairman, reported on the Aus-
tin property on Throop Streel, membears
voled to purchase it for 512,000 and 1o sall
shares of 525 each to members,

January 3, 1947—Sponsored benalit

Continued on Page 11




Start of Post 5040

Continued from Page 10

basketball game between VFYW team and the
Mew York Renaissance,

("We carried bleachers from the base-
ment of St. Mary's Chiurch through the snow,
5el them up in the gym. Afier the game, we
tore them down and carried them back,”
mused one mermber,)

January 29—Auxiliary receives charter,
Mrs. Genevieve Conway installed as first
president.

April 17—Voled 1o join American Legion
in Mermorial Day ohservance after receiving
invitation. May 19—First meeting in Austin
home.

August 4—229 members. Les Liddell
named to lorm firing squad o hanor war
dead,

Detober 4—Voted to go to Downey
Hospital twice monthly, a project VFW and
Auxiliary still carry out.

Octaber 18-—Planned first lurkey raffle,
cleared 3180 on it at Thanksgiving time.
December 1—265 members,

MILITARY FUNERALS

1948—The first two years under
Kennedy and Bob Conway were behind vs.
Members had obtained a home and were
doing the work of fixing it up themselves,
With the return of war dead, it was fitting
that a firing squad, color guard, and honor
guard were organized, trained and equipped,

From July 1948 through March 1949
Commander Don Wilkerson recalls at laast
11 military funerals were conducied, Recalls
Don, "Their precise training and sincere de-
volion in this sad task brought the commen-

GORDONWALLIS, Qua'rlermatar. 19566 10 June
1975,
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ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING VFW/Auiliary annual pr
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agrams since 1857 hanors all Waoodstock area

teachers, Verda Dierzan is ihe 1972 Teacher of the Year in this photo. A tatal of 204 years af leaching
knew-haw is representad in the retinng teachers rom District 200, From left: Dorothy Luedike, 37 years;
RuthWilzan, 45 vears; Verda Dierzen, 35 yoars; Fose Barrelt, 19 years, Back: Commander Fred Douglass,
Toney Rockie, 43 years; Jackie Beam, Miss VFW: and Marian Lang, Ausiiary President.

dation of the community and reflected cradit
upon the Post.”

More renovation of the building and
grounds took place during 1948, all the work
being done by members. Cur Fourth of July
Festival was congeived al this time, and the
tirst family picnic was held during this year,
loo.

April 5—\oted to send flowers ta all
churches Memaorial Day in memaory of all who
lost their lives in service.

April 19—Voled yearly good citizenship
award 1o boy and girl at the twe local high
schools. May—269 members; Softball team
woan third place in state softball meet. Also,
bowling team of Don Torgeson, Fred Aeese,
Bob Reese, Del Lee, and Legn Dodge won
slate handicap bowling tille.

June—Voted to donate remaining
Homecoming meney to Hospital fund. Moth-
ing has bean done on this, however. Sep-
tember 8—With Woodsfock Journal co-
sponsored All-Star softball game for Crime
Stoppers projeclor fund. During this year,
idea far the Fourth of July Festival was bomn,
and Bob Conway and Bud Behler were co-
chairmen.

In summer and fall of 1248 and into the
spring of 1949 there was considerable al-
lention given in the local papers to the néed
for veterans' housing.

Woodstock VFW took an aggressive
sland in attempting to make known the hous-
ing needs of the area and enlisted the aid of

responsible people throughout the county,
Cron Wilkersan took the leadership in form-
ing a Veleran's Housing Council and was ils
first chairman.

The Journal gave activities of this Coun-
cil important publicity, causing action in be-
half of the Council. Commented Wilkarson
recently, “The housing siluation was one of
the biggest problems of the period, and the
VFW played a major role in making the com-
munity desire to de something about it. Three
people in particutar worked hard on t—R.0.
Andrew, Chamber of Commerce president;
Altorney Bill Gleason, Harvard;, and Bill
Carroll, Jr., officials of the Counly Housing
Autharity,

“Though no mass housing program re-
sulted, it did peint up the need and encour-
aged independent contractors to build low-
cost housing. Woodsiock has had about 400
new homes within its city limits since 19487

19489—July 4—First Fourth of July Fes-
tival."The VFW deserves a large bouguet of
roses for sponsoring this fine civic event”
reported the Woodstoek Journal,

THE BUILDING SITUATION

As we grew, the need for more space
became more obvious, andin the next three
vears, this was a lively topic of discussion
as various plans were offered. Mot until May
18, 1952 did a vote to build at our present

Confinted on Page 12
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