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McHenry County Fair  
runs August 1 thru 5; 

help staff the VFW booth 
By Matt Klos 

 

    The McHenry County fair is quickly 
coming up. Once again, the Post will be 
having a booth set up at the fair explaining 
about what the VFW is and offering bro- 

   chures and flyers to hand out  
   to   fairgoers.  

        Bill Lyford has been in 
   charge of the sign up list, look- 

   ing for current members to staff  
    the booth for three-hour long time 

    blocks. 
          The table will be set up  

    Wednesday through Sunday. If you  
    have not already done so and have  
    capacity to help staff the booth,  
    give a call out to Bill Lyford:  
                 (815)-337-0025. 
        2007 Turkey Raffle tickets  
   will be sold at the booth. The  
   Turkey Raffle is the largest  
    fund raising activity we do  

    each year. This year, Fred Noble and  
    Brian Ritter are chairing this event. 

    At the last VFW meeting on 
July 16, it was unanimously 
voted in favor of the VFW 
monthly meeting be changed 
from 7:30 pm to 7:00 pm on 
the 3rd Monday of every 
month. Please make a note of 
this. 
 

VFW meeting 
starts at 7:00 pm 
the 3rd Monday of 

every month. 

It’s Official! 

Boiler fund springs leak, 
funds partially drained to 

fix water heater leak 
By Matt Klos 

 

    Maintenance is a constant at the Post, 
something always needing to be fixed or 
replaced. It always seems to come at the 
wrong time. 
    The Boiler Fund Replacement project 
has been progressing along, headed up by 
John Hanson. The goal has been to procure 
the funds before the winter in order to en-
sure that the new boilers are hooked into 
the existing pipe system to be used in con-
junction with the furnaces. 
    However, within the last several weeks, 
the hot water heater began leaking so funds 
from the Boiler Fund were diverted to re-
place the hot water heater. 
    A new 75 gallon water heater was in-
stalled at a cost of about $623. Luckily, 
installation labor was free of charge pro-
vided by Quality  Water Conditioning of 
Woodstock. A big “Thank You” to them 
from the Post. 
    Post members Charlie Mathey, Ralph 
Ritter, Brian Ritter, Mike David, Bud Por-
ter and others have been preparing the work 
area where the new boilers will go with 
new concrete platforms and pipe work. 
Thanks for all the this labor help, guys! 

Post 5040 to hold BCB 
(Brat - Corn - Beer) fest 

on August 18, 2007 
 

Come stop by the Post 
on Saturday, August 18 
for grilled brats, roasted 

corn and cold beer. 
 

 
 

The Post will be setting  up 
a beer tent out  in the  park-
ing lot and start sell-
ing about 11 am and 
continue until about 6 pm. 

 

After a bite to eat, check out the YSB 
(Youth Services Bureau) Kroozers Cars for 
Kids Fundraiser on Woodstock Square 
which will feature 300+ classic cars, hot-
rods, music, raffles, etc. For info on YSB 
event:            www.ysb4kids.org  

 

Veteran's  
Salute 

 

September 11, 2007 
Prairie Isle Golf Club     

 

    We Salute All Veterans and Active 
Military with Complimentary Golf & 
Lunch (Military I.D. required at check-in). 
    The event is on Tuesday, September 11, 
2007 at Prairie Isle Golf Club, 2212 Route 
176, Prairie Grove, IL 60012 (815)-356-
0202. Rain Date: October 2, 2007.  
    Call for Tee Times beginning July 27. 
Tee times available from 7:00 am - 2:00 
pm. Thank You for your dedication and 
Service to our Country. 

Veteran Memorial Sites 
self-guided tour 

Courtesy of the Workforce Connection Vet-
eran Employment Representatives 

 

    The Veteran Employment Representa-
tives invite you to Rockford’s Veteran Me-
morial Sites.  
    The Rockford area has a number of sig-
nificant memorials to veterans and muse-
ums with military artifacts and displays of 
Camp Grant, a WW I & II Army training 
center. The Rockford Area Convention and 
Visitors Bureau has placed the Veteran 
Memorial Sites Self-Guided Tour on their 
web site in a downloadable format. This 
self-guided tour can be easily driven and 
makes for a memorable personal visit or 
interesting group meeting activity. We wel-
come your visit to Rockford’s memorials to 
our veterans. 
 

Veterans Memorial Hall 
211 N. Main St. 

Located downtown Rockford, just 
south of Jefferson St. between 

Wyman and Main Streets 
815-969-1999 

 
For more information on the web: 

 

www.gorockford.com/files/
Veterans_Memorial_Sites_Tour_7-07.pdf 
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Woodstock VFW News is published 
monthly by Woodstock VFW Post 
5040, 240 N. Throop Street, Wood-
stock, IL 60098. (815)-338-5040   
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Woodstock VFW Post 
5040, c/o VFW News Editor, 240 N. 
Throop Street, Woodstock, IL 60098. 

VFW Post 5040  
Post Officers 2007 - 2008  

Commander Mike David (815)-338-5341 

Senior Vice 
Commander Fred Noble (815)-338-5655 

Junior Vice 
Commander Mike Lackey (815)-337-8255 

Quartermaster Ralph Ritter (815)-338-5018 

Chaplain Howard Engstrom (815)-338-4453 

Service Officer Ted Biever (815)-338-9292 

Judge Advocate Dick Glawe (815)-385-3156 

Post Surgeon Harold Irwin (815)-338-1264 

Officer-of-the-Day Denny Burrs (815)-338-7014 

Adjutant Alan Belcher (815)-338-7689 

1 Year Trustee Arnie Doerfert (815)-385-2923 

2 Year Trustee Larry Dohm (815)-338-4134 

3 Year Trustee Brian Ritter (815)-276-4802 

Ladies Auxiliary to  
VFW Post 5040  

Post Officers 2007 - 2008  

President Nyda Fogarty (815)-338-1759 

Senior Vice 
President Bonnie Kagel (815)-648-4958 

Junior Vice Viola Brown (815)-338-1446 

Secretary Christine Gehrke (815)-338-3533 

Treasurer Barbara Gehrke (815)-338-1546 

Chaplain Karen Wells (815)-338-4821 

Guard Geraldine Salyers (815)-337-3770 

Conductress Irene Brown (815)-459-3483 

1 Year Trustee Lois Freund (815)-338-5261 

2 Year Trustee Margaret Webb (815)-338-4213 

3 Year Trustee 
Rose Mary  
Hellstern (815)-338-0653 

Board of Directors 2007 - 2008  

President Bud Porter (815)-338-4781 

Vice President Hank Enstrom (815)-337-5856 

Treasurer Ralph Ritter (815)-338-5018 

Director Charley Mathey (815)-338-5374 

Director Bob Gibson (815)-338-4142 

Director Russ Freeman (815)-338-3414 

Director Don Sullivan (815)-653-3298 

Director Don Sword (815)-338-0068 

Director Mike David (815)-338-5341 

Club Manager Becky Gillespie (815)-338-6826 

Woodstock VFW NEWS is published monthly by VFW Post 5040. 
Matthew Klos, Editor. Founded in July 1955 by Don Peasley 
(Editor 1955-2002). Sixteen time winner of the National VFW 
Awards for Best Post Publication. No. 1 in 1956, 1963, 1971,  
1985, and 2007. Second in 1968, 1970, 1990, 1997 and 1999. 
Third in 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 2000, 2001. Voted Illinois VFW’s 
best 30 times, including 1999-2001, 2005-2007.  
Circulation: ≈ 600.  Printed by Minuteman Press, Crystal Lake, IL 

� Chaplains report � 
By Charley Mathey and Matt Klos 

 

    We want to remember our comrades in 
need and pray that they are comforted.  
    Howard Engstrom, our Post Chaplain, 
needs prayer and comfort himself. Howard 
was hospitalized a few weeks back and is 
home now, taking it easy for the next few 
weeks. 
    We also pray for Paul Murdock for a 
speedy recovery as well. 
    In August, the Charter will be draped for 
Betty J. Smith, VFW member. 
    From the obituary in the Northwest Her-
ald July 16, 2007:  
    “Betty J. Smith, 84, of Woodstock, died 
Saturday, July 14, 2007, at Centegra Me-
morial Medical Center in Woodstock.  
    She was born June 10, 1923, to Guy and 
Mary (Lonsdale) Spencer in Rockford. She 
married Marion Smith on June 7, 1946, in 
Capron. 
    She graduated from Lutheran Deaconess 
School of Nursing in 1944. She served in 
the Army Nurse Corps, reaching the rank of 
lieutenant during World War II from 1944 
until 1945. She was stationed in the Philip-
pines. She was awarded the Bronze Battle 
Star, Philippines Liberation Ribbon and the 
Victory Medal for her service. She was the 
assistant head nurse at Woodstock Memo-
rial Hospital for 22 years. 
     She was one of the first women to be-
come a member of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 5040 in Woodstock. She re-
ceived the Army Nurse Corp, "Nurse of 
Excellence" award.” 
    Betty will be remembered by our Post, as 
she was a frequent visitor at Post functions 
for many years and a friend to all who 
knew her. 

Ladies Auxiliary 
from the Treasurer 

 By Barbara Gehrke, Treasurer 2007-2008 
 

    We are into this first month of our new year. 
If you have not sent dues in for this coming 
year, 2007-08, they are now due. $15.00 and 
this includes cancer insurance if you happen to 
have an incident. Send dues to Barb Gehrke, 
our Treasurer: 864 Wicker St., Woodstock, IL, 
60098-2385. 
    A good time was had by all I'm sure, at our 
annual VFW picnic at Past Commander John 
Hansen's house on Deepcut Road. A lot more 
people were there this year than before. 
    I'm trying to work something out for a party  
in  recognition of the Ladies 60th Anniversary 
for possibly in September. More on that later 
when the Auxiliary meets on August 2. 
    Our September meeting will be a potluck 
dinner so plan on coming and bring a dish to 
pass and we will eat at 6:15 pm. Our meeting 
starts at 7 pm. 
    Our sympathy to the family of Mrs. Betty 
Smith who was a nurse in the Army in W.W. II 
overseas and was a member of the Post. She 
and her husband Marion an employee of the 
telephone company until retirement were regu-
lar attendants at our parties at the Post for many 
years. 
    Our new 5th District President, Sylvia  
Wilvert, has called a meeting of Auxiliary Offi-
cers and Presidents at the Libertyville Post on 
August 11. 

Quartermaster Ralph 
Ritter announces 

changes to reporting 
By Matt Klos 

 

    At the last VFW monthly meeting, QM 
Ralph Ritter read and explained how Post 
financials will be reported to the members. 
    Ritter indicated that there would be cop-
ies of bank reports stored in three-ring 
binders available at the meetings for mem-
bers to look through. 
    A new process of tracking fund use will 
also be implemented by recording what 
funds came in and how they were used or 
dispersed into different Post accounts. 
    The details of the monthly Post finances 
will no longer be reported in the newsletter. 
If you would like to know specific informa-
tion, the records are available to members. 

VFW 5040 Website  
cited for Award 

By YouServed 
 

    Congratulations!  The 5040 Post and its web-
site have been selected for the 1st Annual Out-
standing VFW Website Award presented by 
You Served.   
    We scoured through thousands of VFW post 
websites during May and June, grading them on 
web design, layout, ease of use, and the amount 
and quality of information provided for mem-
bers.  In the end, only 20 were chosen, and 
we're proud to say that Post 5040 is among 
those winners. 
    Your selection means that Post 5040 will be 
receiving: 

- A $50 donation from You Served. 
- An "Outstanding VFW Website" seal 
that can be placed on your web site. 
- A feature in our write-up of the winning 
VFW Posts at You Served. 

    This was a neat honor for our Post. See the 
write up at: 
 

www.vamortgagecenter.com/blog/the-
outstanding-vfw-website-award 



August 2007 
 ������� Post Normal Operating Hours  (unless noted otherwise - closing times vary depending on patronage) ������� 
Closed 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
  

1
Wednesday Dinner 

Specials: 
BBQ Ribs ($10) or 
Fried Chicken ($8) 

5 - 7 pm  

2 
VFW Ladies Auxiliary 

Meeting 7 pm 

3 

Friday Dinner Special:  
Salmon Loaf ($8) 

5 - 7:30 pm  

4 
Saturday Raffle 4 pm 

 
 

5 6 
Memorial Day 

Committee 7 pm 
 

Little League 7 pm 
 

Girls Softball 7 pm 

7 
Jaycees  7 pm  

8 
Wednesday Dinner 

Specials: 
Prime Rib ($10) 

5 - 7 pm  

9 
 

10 
Friday Dinner Special:  

Lasagna w/Garlic 
Bread ($8) 
5 - 7:30 pm  

 11 
Saturday Raffle 4 pm 

 
 

12 
 

13 
VFW Officers Mtg.  

7 pm 
 

Little League 7 pm 
 

American Legion 
7:30 pm 

14 
VFW Board Mtg.  

7:00 pm 
 

 

15 

Wednesday Dinner 
Specials: 

Stuffed Pork Chop ($8) 
or Fried Chicken ($8) 

5 - 7 pm  
 

Veterans Assistance 
Commission of 

McHenry County  
7:00 pm 

 

Cub Scouts - 7 pm 

16 

Marines 7 pm 
 

Marines Auxiliary 7 pm 

17 

Friday Dinner Special:  
Salmon Loaf ($8) 

5 - 7:30 pm  

18     
Brat and Corn 
Fest with Beer 

Tent at the 
Post 

 

11 am - 6 pm

19 20 
VFW Meeting  

6:30 pm - Dinner (VFW 
Members Only) 

7:00 pm - Floor mtg. 

21 
Jaycees  7 pm 

22
Wednesday Dinner 

Specials: 
Roast Beef ($8) or  
Fried Chicken ($8) 

5 - 7 pm  

   23 

 
24 

Friday Dinner Special: 
Meat Loaf ($8) 

5 - 7:30 pm  

 25 
Saturday Raffle 4 pm

26 
 

 27 
 

         28
 

29
Wednesday Dinner 

Specials: 
Butterfly Shrimp ($8) or 

Fried Chicken ($8) 
5 - 7 pm  

30
 

31
Friday Dinner Special:  

Spaghetti w/garlic 
bread ($8) 
5 - 7:30 pm  

      
Saturday Raffle 4 pm
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Deadline for September 
2007 VFW News items 

From the Editor’s desk  By Matt Klos, VFW News Editor 
 

    Yep, that’s about it folks. Very short issue this month. Last month I went a little overboard, this month I have to cut 
down a little. I also had to have this issue out a little sooner due to some personal time constraints that I had to deal 
with. If you can believe it, school will be starting in a matter of weeks. Where did summer go? 

    If any of you have been looking on the VFW website for Memorial Day pictures, I have not posted them to the website yet. I have 
been really behind in updating the site, other than the monthly calendar and getting this newsletter out to the site. Hopefully things will 
be slowing down a little in August so I can devote some time to this (yeah, right). 
    Anyone going to the National Convention this year? If so, let me know how it was. I’ve never been to a National Convention before. 
Maybe if it ever comes this way back to the Midwest, I should try to make it. 
    Lot of notices this month too of  “Veterans things” going on. I got more emails than usual about stuff that was coming up in the next 
few weeks or months pertaining to veterans. I wanted to pass these 
on to all of you, just in case you were interested. 
    Be sure to plan on attending the Brat and Corn Fest on August 18. 
Ralph Ritter and Mike David are heading this up. They wanted to do 
something fun for the Post, enjoying the outdoors while we can in 
these summer months. If you have some time this day, drop by for a 
bite to eat and see what’s going on. Should be fun. Pray for “no 
rain” too. :-) 

815-338-0492 

Rt. 47 
Woodstock 

Serving 
Woodstock 
For Over 78 

Years! 

www.vfw5040.org 

McHenry County Fair - August 1 thru 5. Visit the VFW booth at the fair! 

7:30 am - 10 pm 

108th National VFW Convention, Kansas City, MO August 18-23, 2007 

VFW Convention 



Letters to the Editor; change of 
address for newsletter: 
 

� Matt Klos 
 VFW 5040 News Editor 
 269 Forest Drive 
 Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
� (815)-382-4593   

� email: matt.klos@vfw5040.org 
 

Post Website: 
 

� www.vfw5040.org 
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WOODSTOCK VFW NEWS 
240 Throop Street 

Woodstock, IL 60098 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 338 

Woodstock, IL 60098 

Quality Water is Not a Matter of 
Chance. It is a Matter of Choice. 

 
 
 
 

711 Amsterdam St. - Woodstock, IL 60098 

815-338-3344 
Rent with option to purchase. 

 
  
815-338-6464 

B T M 
BTM INDUSTRIES, INC. 

604 Washington Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

FRISCH & BARRETT 
Insurance Agency 

 

226 W. Main Street 
Cary, IL 60013 

 

PHONE:  (815) 385-0300 ����(847) 639-2134  
FAX: (847) 639-2163 

 

frischbarrettins@ameritech.net 

P.O. Box 311 
Woodstock, IL  
60098 

Marine Corps 
League  

 

McHenry County  
Detachment 1009 

Meets every 3rd Thursday of 
every month, 7:30 PM 

Woodstock VFW Post 5040 
240 N. Throop St. 

JULIAN AGENCY, INC. 
ARC INSURANCE AGENCY 

KERRY JULIAN 
INSURANCE 

 &  
FINANCE 

666 RUSSEL CT, STE 309 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 

PHONE (815) 337-4610 
FAX  (815) 337-0623 

 

805 Lake Avenue 
Woodstock  

IL 60098 
(815) 334-0704 

illsellitonebay@yahoo.com 
PJ Slocum, Owner 

Hours 
Monday-Friday: 11am-6pm 

Saturday: 12pm-4pm 
Closed Sunday 

MELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEY    

                                            Attorney at Law 
 

  Zukowski, Rogers,  
          Flood & McArdle 
 

50 Virginia Street 
Crystal Lake , Illinois 60014 

Ph: (815)-459-2050 / Fax: (815)-459-9057 
 

mcooney@zrfmlaw.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Schneider - Leucht - Merwin & Cooney 
Funeral Home 

Serving Your Community For Over 50 Years. 
 

Michael H. Cooney - Daniel P. Cooney 
1211 N. Seminary, Woodstock  815-338-1710 

OAKLAND CEMETERY 

14307 Kishwaukee Valley Rd. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

DWIGHT AUSTIN, Pres. 
(815) 338-4309 Est. 1859 

ESTABLISHED FOR MORE THAN 114 YEARS 
 

Zoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., Inc. 

222 WASHINGTON STREET 

WOODSTOCK, IL 60098  
 

JAMES A. ZOIA P RESIDENT 

 
PHONE 815/338-0358 

FAX 815/338-0375 
 

zoiamonumentco@prodigy.net 

POLLOCK, MEYERS  

& EICKSTEADT, LLP 
 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

HARRIS BANK BLDG. 

100 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

MARENGO, ILLINOIS 60152 

WWW.MARENGOLAW.COM 

 

(815) 568-8071                 FAX (815) 568-0003 

Serving McHenry County Since 1948 

BENOY MOTOR  
SALES, INC. 

1790 S. EASTWOOD DRIVE 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 (815) 338-5100 

Raymond C. Benoy 
President 


