
Klos, who took second place in the Medium Size Post Cate-
gory, for the Illinois VFW Publication Contest. Maybe next 
year he will come out on top.  See you at the next meeting! 
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VFW Post 5040 - From the Commander 
 

By Sid Sherwin, Commander 2004-2005 
 

     Hello, Comrades! Hope you were able to come out to 
the Memorial Day parade and Ceremony on May 31. The 
weather held off for the most part, although we did have 
light sprinkles mixed with sunshine throughout the cere-
mony on the square.  For most of the parade the rain held 
off, which was fortunate for all those that participated in 
the parade. 
    I would like to thank all those that participated in the 
ceremony and parade, and thank especially those people 
behind the scenes that set up the square, the cooks and 
servers at the post for preparing the lunch meal for the day, 
and all the guests at the ceremony that sang, recited, gave 
prayer, etc.  Without your help, we could not have made 

this Memorial Day 
what it was. 
    After the parade 
at the post, the 
post was presented 
with a plaque from 
the Tebala Mini-
Bikes (left) for 
making contribu-
tions to the 100 
Million Dollar 

Club which is used for the Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
Alan Belcher and myself received the plaque. 
    Many events took place at the end of May around Me-
morial Day, with events taking place in Woodstock and the 
dedication of the World War II Veterans Memorial on May 
29th in Washington, D.C. Its very rewarding to see the 
public come out and remember that Memorial Day is not 
just a three day weekend but a time to remember those that 
gave the ultimate sacrifice for their country. 
    On June 23-27 Ralph Ritter and Mike David will be at-
tending the State Convention and representing our post. 
    Installation of the new Post officers will be held on June 
5th, 6:00 pm with a meal following at 7:00 pm. Raymond 
Bachewicz (District 5 Commander ‘03-’04) will be install-
ing officers for Post 5040 as well as Ladies Auxiliary. 
    The post would also like to thank Quality Water (Phil 
Meyer) which donated $100.00 for the beautification of 
flower bed in front of post. 
    Lastly, congratulations to our VFW News editor, Matt 

Ladies Auxiliary - From the President 
 

 By Nyda Fogarty, President 2004-2005 
 

    Hello, Ladies! Election of officers was held at the May 6th 
meeting. We have a new 3 year trustee, Lois Freund replacing 
Ruth Gehrke whose term was up. Margaret Webb is the 1 year 
trustee and Geraldine Salyers will be the 2 year trustee.  It is  
very hard to get officers and we want our Auxiliary to keep on 
going. I have taken the Presidents position in order to do this. 
One Auxiliary unit in the District, Round Lake, folded be-
cause of lack of officers and their charter was lifted. We do 
not want this to happen to Woodstock.  
    I spent the first 3 months of this year in the hospital due to 
serious surgery and I have not been able to do  all I would 
have done because of this. The Auxiliary Bake Sale and Raf-
fle at the Soup to Nuts sale went very well. 
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Soup to Nuts Sale a Hit -Thanks to You 
 

 By Russ and Donna Freeman 
 

    We would like to give a hearty "Thanks" to all that helped 
with the Soup to Nuts sale. A special thanks to Jack Fish for 
all his help and keeping us in coffee while we were getting 
things ready, also Pat & Bob Gaylord for all the help and 
“hints” that go with pulling off the sale. 
    Thanks a million to Anita & Don Sword, Larry Dohm, 
Mary Stompano, Bob Gibson, Nick Stemper, Annamae Web-
ber, Bill Lyford, Irene Gaylord, Ruth Gehrke, Margaret 
Webb, Harriet Pope, Bonnie Kagel, Viola Brown, Ed & Mary 
Lange, Betty Smith, Chuck Mathy, Candy & Doug Forte, 
Howard Engstrom, Dorothy & Wally Thomas, Caroline 
Stolyke, Sally Shoemaker, Sid Sherwin, and Ralph Ritter.  
    We were able to make $1,536.95 total sales. Out of that we 
purchased new towels for the kitchen and a blood pressure 
cuff for the members use. Also we are getting shirts and 
aprons for the kitchen and serving crew. We couldn't have 
done it without all the help we got. Will see you again next 
year for another sale May 13 & 14, 2005. So save up some 
things for the sale. Thanks again.  
    [Editors Note: Sorry about the spelling of the names. If I misspelled your 
name, sorry about that.] 
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Woodstock VFW News is published 
monthly by Woodstock VFW Post 
5040, 240 Throop Street, Woodstock, 
IL 60098. (815)-338-5040   
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Woodstock VFW Post 
5040, c/o VFW News Editor, 240 
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Get Your Sweetheart Raffle Tickets Today! Use the below order form: 

VFW Post 5040 - Post  
Officers 2004 - 2005  

Commander Sid Sherwin (815)-338-5573 

Senior Vice 
Commander Bill Lyford (815)-337-0025 

Junior Vice 
Commander 

Henry “Hank” 
Enstrom 

(815)-337-5856 

Quartermaster Thom  
Gillespie 

(815)-597-1319 

Chaplain Howard 
Engstrom 

(815)-338-4453 

Assistant  
Chaplain 

Charles (Chuck) 
Mathey 

(815)-338-5374 

Service Officer Ron Nehls (815)-338-3671 

Judge  
Advocate 

Elmer “Bud’ 
Pflug 

Not Available 

Post Surgeon Harold Irwin (815)-338-1264 

Officer-of-the-
Day 

Bruce Shisler (815)-338-4735 

1 Year Trustee Alan Belcher (815)-338-7689 

2 Year Trustee Larry Dohm Not Available 

3 Year Trustee Michael David Not Available 

   

President Nyda Fogarty (815)-338-1759 

Senior Vice 
President 

Bonnie Kagel (815)-648-4958 

Junior Vice Viola Brown (815)-338-1446 

Secretary Christine Gehrke (815)-338-3533 

Treasurer Barbara  
Gehrke 

(815)-338-1546 

Chaplain Karen Wells (815)-338-4821 

Guard Rosemary  
Hellstern 

(815)-338-0653 

Conductress Irene Brown (815)-459-3483 

1 Year Trustee Margaret Webb Not Available 

2 Year Trustee Geraldine  
Salyers 

Not Available 

3 Year Trustee Lois Freund Not Available 

VFW Post 5040  
Ladies Auxiliary  

Post Officers 2004 - 2005  

�������  Chaplains Report  �������  
By Howard Engstrom 

Honorable Comrades, I admonish you to inform me when you know of any ill-
ness / deaths among our comrades. I find out often too late about those who be-
come ill or have an accident. I feel a responsibility to be in touch with those that 
desire a call. I appreciate your cooperation. We owe these comrades our atten-
tion. Thanks, and God bless you all. 

· Arthur Slack · Sid Sherwin · Kenneth Korst 
· Jerald Kehe · Leon Rahn · Leroy Greenwald family 
 · Otis Setser  
 

Home & Hospital Personal Visits  Draped Charter (May Meeting) 
· Edward Gates - Woodstock Residence · Howard Soehrmann 
· Rahn - Hospital & home · Donald Tessmer 
· Arthur Slack · Leroy Greenwald 

Card & Phone visits:  
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Don’t Feel Like Cooking? 
Have Dinner at the Post! 

 

Wednesdays: 5-8 pm...$7.95 
 

Fridays: 5-8 pm - Ocean Perch Fry 
 

All you can eat...$5.95 

If Your Name is on this List - Last Issue 
 

    The following individuals are still delinquent on their 
dues: 
If your name is on this list, VFW National indicates that 
your dues are not paid. If there is a hardship, please 
contact the VFW Post, 815-338-5040 immediately.  
This will be your last news letter.  Sorry guys. 

· Albin, Stanley · Gratz, Lloyd · Radloff, Stephen 

· Cabezas, Jorge · Hardt, Adam · Sanborn, Bob 

· Carroll, Thomas · Koeller, Ronald · Schulemann, Calvin 

· Day, Mark · M'Lady, James · Shugart, Nathan 

· Dionne, William · Maloney, Thomas · Speechley, William 

· Erwin, Edward · Nelson, Eugene · Summerhill, Robert 

· Gabel, John · Paulsen, Brad · Walters, William 

· Gaylord, Bradley · Plancon, Paul · Young, Howard 

Big Red One Reunion to be Held in Chicago 
 

By John Hanson and Matt Klos 
 

    “My name is John R. Hanson. I am a past commander from 
the 1980's. For the past 4 years I have been going to the Big Red 
One reunions. This year the Big Red One reunion is in Chicago 
at the Palmer House Hilton. I will be attending this reunion and 
would like to see some members of the Big Red One at the con-
vention. There are many events planned for each day, including 
a Cub's game this year.  
    At past reunions I have had a wonderful time. I have met men 
that I have not seen since July 18, 1967. My First Sergeant, 
Larry Dahl & his wife Helen are always there. He always brings 
up July 18, 1967 and the job I did on the M60 machine gun. If 
anyone is interested in going, I have all the information. Please 
call me at 815-338-7890. Leave a message if no answer.” 
   John R. Hanson, member of the Woodstock VFW Post 5040, 
is just one of the many soldiers that has a story to tell about Viet-
nam. Luckily for John, if not for his buddies, he would not be 
here today to give his account of what happened on July 18, 
1967.  
    While on patrol, their point encountered a Cong base camp. 
He and other soldiers were ordered to  lie down and prepare to 
fire. As the battle mounted, men around him were being shot and 
killed. With his M60 machine gun and given the order to fire, 
John and his assistant gunner did the best they could to fight 
back against enemy soldiers. When spotting a Cong in a tree and 
turning weapon to engage, he was shot in the head by the enemy 
soldier with an AK47. 
    At the end of 37 days in a hospital in Japan, John was left with 
partial paralysis in the left side of his body, blurred vision in his 
left eye, a large dent in the left side of his head, loss of hearing 
in his left ear, and complete paralysis to the left side of his face. 
Yet, he was alive. Over the next two and a half years, John en-
dured over 20 operations to repair his war torn body.  
    John was only 20 when this happened. Lucky to be alive? Per-
haps. But his happy ending comes in what he has today, living in 
the Woodstock area with a wonderful wife and 5 children. If he 
had to do it all over again, would things be different? Nope. "I 
would still serve my country". Such is the motto of the Big Red 
One: No Mission Too Difficult, No Sacrifice Too Great, Duty 
First. 
    The army's renowned 1st Infantry Division will hold its 86th 
Annual Reunion in Chicago, Illinois from July 28 - August 1, 
2004 at the Palmer House Hilton. The reunion is sponsored by 
the Big Red One veterans' organization, the Society of the First 
Infantry Division, located in Blue Bell, PA. 
     The Big Red One is the army's oldest and most famous divi-
sion. It has fought with distinction in four wars in the 20th cen-
tury: World War I, World War II, Vietnam, and the Gulf War. 
Most of the division's units are now deployed in Iraq. 
    Over a thousand veterans of the Big Red One and their guests 
are expected to attend the reunion which will feature tours to the 
world class First Division Museum at Cantigny in Wheaton, IL 
and a memorial service to remember the nearly 13,000 1st Infan-
try Division soldiers who have given their lives in the service of 

their country.  
    Everyone who ever served in the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion is cordially invited to attend the reunion. Details 
can be obtained from the society of the First Infantry 
Division, 1933 Morris Road, Blue Bell, PA 19422. 
Phone 888-324-4733. E-mail: Soc1ID@aol.com. Web 
site: www.bigredone.org. 

Raney Reappointed in 5th District 
 

By Dwayne Raney 
 

    5th VFW District Commander-elect Jose Duran has 
reappointed Dwayne E. Raney, of the Woodstock VFW 
Post 5040, to serve as his Employment Officer,  during 
the 2004-2005 term of office. Comrade Raney served 
under the outgoing District Commander, Raymond 
Bachewicz, also in the same capacity, during the 2003-
2004 term of office.   
    During the 2002-2003 VFW year, Raney served as 
the 5th VFW District's Uplink / M.A.P. Chairman, un-
der District Commander Walter "Wally" Michalski.  
During District Commander Thomas Ryan's term of 
2001-2002, Raney served as the 5th VFW District's Pa-
triotic Pen Essay Contest Chairman. It was during that 
time that Post 5040 and Auxiliary first conducted the 
local contest, with Raney and Barbara Gehrke, respec-
tively, co-chairing the program . 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

1 
 

2 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

3 
Ladies Auxiliary 
7:30 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

4 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

5 
Installation of Post and 
Auxiliary Officers for 
2005 6 pm  

6 
 

7 
Woodstock Memorial 
Day Committee 7 pm 

8 
VFW Board Mtg. 7 pm  
Dirtt Group 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

9 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

10 
 
Jaycees  7 pm 

11 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

12 
 

13 
 

 

14 
American Legion  
7:30 pm 

15 
Dirtt Group 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

16 
Veterans Assistance 
Commission of 
McHenry County (7:30 
pm) 
 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

17 
Jaycees  7 pm 
Marines 7 pm 
Marines Auxiliary 7 pm 

18 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

19 
 

20 
 

21 
VFW Meeting 7 pm 
VFW Pre-Meeting 
Dinner (VFW Members 
Only)  6:30 pm  

22 
Dirtt Group 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

23 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

24 
 
Jaycees  7 pm 

25 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Dirtt Group 7 pm  
Jaycees  7 pm 

30 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

 
Jaycees  7 pm 

 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  
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VFW 5040 to Sponsor Boys State 
Candidate 

 

By Dwayne Raney and Matt Klos  
  

    The officers and members of Peter Umatum Post 412, 
of the American Legion, Woodstock, wish to gratefully 
acknowledge, with the sincerest and profound thank 
you, for once again sponsoring a candidate to the Ameri-
can Legion's Premier Boys State.   
    The name of your candidate is Nathan Danielson of 
Woodstock. May I respectfully suggest that your post 
invite him to speak to you about his experiences at some 
time in the very near future .   
    At the May 17 VFW 5040 meeting, the post donated 
$225.00 for sponsorship of the Boys State candidate. 
This is a neat opportunity for young men to learn about 
government and participate in mock elections. One of 
our own VFW members, the VFW News editor, Matt 
Klos, attended Premier Boys State in 1985, a candidate 
from Wauconda High School. Matt was selected as an 
alternate.  When one of the main boys selected could not 
attend, Matt filled his position and was able to attend.  
Upon returning, the Boys state participants were invited 
to attend an American Legion meeting in Wauconda to 
give their account of what took place and what they 
learned. 

From the Editors Desk 
 

By Matt Klos 
 

    Well, here it is June already and summer is on its way. Me-
morial Day weekend kicks things off and what a weekend it 
was in McHenry County.  We had a lot of rain this weekend 
and it caused more than one change of plans. Even with the 
rain, the turnout at the Memorial Day ceremony was quite 
good. 
    The Sweetheart Raffle is well under way, and from now un-
til the raffle next February, you will see an order form to re-
quest tickets in the VFW News.  If you cannot buy directly 
from a post member, use the order form. 
    In the July issue I will try to get more photos from the Me-
morial Day ceremony in the paper.  Even with this issue I was 
running late trying to get it to the printer.  I am in the process 
of moving, so the last several weeks of the month have been a 
little crazy, trying to balance moving, creating the June news-
letter, closing on my current house and new, etc. So if you no-
tice this paper lacking in content, please accept my apologies. I 
hope to have a better one in July. 
    If you have a chance, I plan to post a bunch of pictures of 
the Memorial Day ceremony and parade on the website. These 
should be available in the next several weeks.  Take care and 
have a good month.     
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New Horizons Veterans Shelter 
To Hold Open House and Auction 

 

    The New Horizons Veterans Shelter will be holding  an 
open house on June 27, 2004.  There will be 6 acres of auc-
tions, a flea market, food & music. Vendor space will be 
$25.00 each. Reserve your space by May 30, 2004.  
    New Horizons Veterans Shelter is located at 10513 IL 
Rte. 47, Hebron, IL. Contact - Jacque 815-790-6115 or 
Linda 815-482-7898 
 

Special Guests: 
· Steven Collins (Retired Navy Seal) 
· John Steer (National Chaplain 173rd ABN. BDE) 
 

Master of Ceremonies:  State Senator Pam Althoff 
 

Honorary Spokesperson: State Representative Jack Franks 
 

Participants: 

Special Thanks: 

Come out and join us for a day of fun! 

· 173rd ABN. BDE. Elite 
Forces Chapter VI 

· Bundling Board Inn 

· VFW 5040, Woodstock · Crandall's Restaurant 
· AM-VETS Post 269 · Hebron Mayor - Frank 

Beatty 
· McHenry Co. Viet Now · Prudential 1st Realty of 

Woodstock 
· EMS, Police & Fire Depts. · Angelo's Restaurant 
· McHenry Co. Marine Corp. · Grandma's Attic 
· Turning Point · Stan's Office Technologies 
· The Domestic Violence of 

McHenry Co. 
· Subway of Hebron 

· McHenry Co. Hog Chapter · Randy's Cycle, Huntley 
· Hebron Police & Fire · Woodstock Harley-

Davidson 
· Uptown Salon  

· McHenry Limousine · Jones Meats 
· Harris Bank Woodstock · Copy Express, Inc. 
· Stacks Catering  

Sid Sherwin (speaking) was the Master of Ceremonies at 
this years Memorial Day ceremony on the Woodstock 
Square. Alan Belcher, this years Grand Marshal, stands to 
his right. (Matt Klos photo) 

Nyda Fogarty, VFW 
Ladies Auxiliary 
president, is assisted 
by Dwayne Raney, 
chaplain during the 
ceremony, in the 
laying of a ceremo-
nial wreath at the 
Civil War memorial 
on the square. (Matt 
Klos photo). 



Letters to the Editor…  
If you would like to  
send a letter to 
the editor, please  
send it to the following address (do 
not send it to the post address):   
 

 Matt Klos 
VFW 5040 News Editor 

269 Forest Drive 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

 

 (815)-479-8842 
 

And for those of you with access to 
the internet, you can e-mail me at:   

matt.klos@vfw5040.org 
 

Visit our Post Website: 
 

www.vfw5040.org 
 

WOODSTOCK VFW NEWS 
240 Throop Street 

Woodstock, IL 60098 
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Woodstock VFW NEWS is published monthly by VFW Post 
5040, 240 Throop St., Woodstock, IL 60098 (phone 
815/338-5040). Matthew Klos, Editor. Founded in July 1955 
by Don Peasley (Editor 1955-2002). Fifteen time winner of 
the National VFW Awards for Best Post Publication. No. 1 in 
1956, 1963, 1971, and 1985. Second in 1968, 1970, 1990, 
1997 and 1999. Third in 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 2000, 
2001. Voted Illinois VFW’s best 28 times, including 1999-
2001. Circulation: ~800. 
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B T M 
BTM INDUSTRIES, INC. 

604 Washington Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

 SHERWIN DECORATING 
 

 Interior 
Professional 

 

Painting  ����  Wallpapering  
Fancy Finishes ����  Wood Finishing  

 
Sid Sherwin             13700 W. South St. 

 (815) 338-5573        Woodstock, IL 60098  

OAKLAND CEMETERY 

14307 Kishwaukee Valley Rd. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

DWIGHT AUSTIN, Pres. 
(815) 338-4309 Est. 1859 

ESTABLISHED FOR MORE THAN 114 YEARS 
�
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�����
��������������	
�����
��������������	
�����
��������������	
�����
����� . 
222 WASHINGTON STREET 

WOODSTOCK, IL 60098  
 

JAMES A. ZOIA P RESIDENT 
 

 
PHONE 815/338-0358 

FAX 815/338-0375 
 

zoiamonumentco@prodigy.net 

Serving McHenry County Since 1948 

BENOY MOTOR  
SALES, INC. 

1790 S. EASTWOOD DRIVE 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 

CHRYSLER FIVE STAR AWARD DEALER 

(815) 338-5100 

Raymond Benoy 
President 
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�

226 W. Main Street 
Cary, IL 60013 

 

PHONE: (847) 639-2134 ����  (815) 385-0300 
FAX: (847) 639-2163 

 

frischbarrettins@ameritech.net 
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(815) 568-8071         �������� ��� �(815) 568-0003�

Woodstock Car Wash 
(Visa and MasterCard Accepted) 

 

Automated Touchless Car Wash 
Heated Bays 

 

218 Fair Street 
(Back of McDonald’s) 

Woodstock 
 

815/338-0115 
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