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VFW Post 5040 
From the Commander 

 

By Sid Sherwin 
Commander 2003-2004 

 

Hello again, Comrades.  At our monthly April VFW meet-
ing, we elected our new officers for the 2004-2005 year.  
Please join me in extending well wishes for the coming 
year to the following individuals who will be leading the 
men and women of Woodstock VFW Post 5040: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
    I would also like to mention that for the past several Sat-
urdays we have been having a Meat Raffle during the after-
noons. Tickets are $1.00 each. Prizes include steaks, pork 
chops, roasts, etc. Sometimes other things are raffled off. 
Usually a good crowd of about 30 people turn out for these.  
It’s a lot of fun and we have a good time conversing with 
the patrons. If you get a chance, please stop on by one of 
these Saturdays. 
    With May we honor fallen comrades throughout history. 
Once again the VFW will be hosting a ceremony in Wood-
stock.  Events are as follows: 

 Memorial Day  
10:00 a.m. Ceremony at Woodstock Square 

11:00 a.m. Parade 
12:00 Lunch at Post ($7.00 non-veterans, $6.00 veterans) 

 
    Sid Sherwin will be the master of ceremonies, and Allen 
Belcher to be Parade Marshall. Of course, as in previous 
years we will need help serving food at the post during 
lunch.  I look forward to seeing many of you on Memorial 
Day! Take care.     
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Sweetheart Raffle - February 2005 
 

    Get ready for the VFW Post 5040’s biggest raffle 
yet!  We are starting this one early, and we need 
your help. 1,000 tickets are to be sold and we need 
your help to sell tickets over the next 9 months. Tell 
your friends, neighbors and new people that you 
meet. Tickets will be available in early May and 
subsequent news letters will have a blank ticket 
printed so you can send in money and receive an 
official ticket back.  Official Rules will be posted on 
the VFW website in the coming weeks. Our post 
members can’t buy all these tickets. We need to sell 
to our community.  Sell, sell, sell! Details to be 
printed on the raffle tickets: 

 

Sweetheart Raffle 
 

Sponsored by Woodstock VFW Post 5040 
Supporting Post, Community Funds and  

Special Community Events 
 

When:  Saturday, February 12, 2005 
Where:  VFW Post 5040 
        240 Throop Street 
        Woodstock, IL 60098 
        815-338-5040 

 

Dinner, meat raffles, attendance  
drawing $100 and prize drawing at 9 p.m. 

 

$50 Donation 
Only 1,000 Tickets to be sold. 

 

Grand Prize: ............... $5,000 
2nd Prize: .................... $3,000 
3rd Prize: ..................... $2,000 
4th Prize: ..................... $1,000 

 

Ticket Seller Prize $100 each winner 
Winner attendance bonus $100 

 

Winner need not be present.  
Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

Subject to rules at www.vfw5040.org. 
Printing by Higgins Printing, Inc. 847-635-7700 

Officers:  
Commander: Sid Sherwin 

Sr. Vice Commander: Bill Lyford 
Jr. Vice Commander: Hank Enstrom 

Quartermaster: Thom Gillespie 
Chaplain:  Howard Engstrom 

Judge Advocate:  Bud Fluke 
2 Year Trustee: Larry Dom 
3 Year Trustee: Michael David 

 

Board of Directors:  
2 Year:    Ralph Ritter 
3 Year: Charlie Mathey 
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Woodstock VFW News is published 
monthly by Woodstock VFW Post 
5040, 240 Throop Street, Woodstock, 
IL 60098. (815)-338-5040   
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Woodstock VFW Post 
5040, c/o VFW News Editor, 240 
Throop Street, Woodstock, IL 60098. 

 VFW Post 5040 - Post  
Officers 2003 - 2004  

Commander Sid Sherwin (815)-338-5573 

Senior Vice 
Commander Mark Clawson (815)-338-2135 

Junior Vice 
Commander 

Donald (Sully) 
Sullivan 

(815)-653-3298 

Quartermaster Thom  
Gillespie 

(815)-597-1319 

Chaplain Howard 
Engstrom 

(815)-338-4453 

Assistant  
Chaplain 

Charles (Chuck) 
Mathey 

(815)-338-5374 

Service Officer Ron Nehls (815)-338-3671 

Judge  
Advocate 

Henry (Hank) 
Enstrom 

(815)-337-5856 

Post Surgeon Harold Irwin (815)-338-1264 

Officer-of-the-
Day 

Bruce Shisler (815)-338-4735 

1 Year Trustee Alan Belcher (815)-338-7689 

2 Year Trustee Henry Nulle (815)-337-7529 

3 Year Trustee Bill Lyford (815)-337-0025 

   

President Nyda Fogarty (815)-338-1759 

Senior Vice 
President 

Bonnie Kagel (815)-648-4958 

Junior Vice Viola Brown (815)-338-1446 

Secretary Christine Gehrke (815)-338-3533 

Treasurer Barbara  
Gehrke 

(815)-338-1546 

Chaplain Karen Wells (815)-338-4821 

Guard Rosemary  
Hellstern 

(815)-338-0653 

Conductress Irene Brown (815)-459-3483 

1 Year Trustee Ruth Gehrke (815)-338-5093 

2 Year Trustee Margaret Webb Not Available 

3 Year Trustee Geraldine  
Salyers 

Not Available 

VFW Post 5040  
Ladies Auxiliary  

Post Officers 2003 - 2004  

�
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Chaplains Report 

By Howard Engstrom 
 

Cards and Phone visits: 
· Joe Thiede 
· Bruce Shisler 
· Dick Glawe 
· Earl Holm 
· Mrs. Walter Wischoeffer 

(sympathy to family) 
· Harold G. Smith (sympathy to 

family) 
 

Personal Visits: 
· Wilbur Kiefer 
· Lillian Behrens 

 

Draped Charter: 
· Bob Wasberg at the March 

Meeting 

Funds for Those Currently 
Serving in Our Military 

 

    Treasurer Judy Baar Topinka offers 
the Operation Protect & Provide Pro-
gram, which provides loans up to 
$10,000 with an interest rate no higher 
than three percent. For more information, 
log onto the Treasure's website at http://
www.state.il.us/treas/ or call 217-557-
6436 or toll free 866-458-7327 ext. 7. 
    The Illinois Military Family Relief 
Fund allows Illinois National Guard and 
Reservists serving overseas to apply for 
a $500 grant. If extreme financial hard-
ship is demonstrated - additional funds 
may be available. For more information 
call 866-524-4564. 
    The Department of Veteran's Affairs 
offers state grants of $1,000 to the 
spouse/dependent or next of kin of veter-
ans who are killed in the line of duty. For 
more  in format ion,  log onto 
www.state.il.us/agency/dva/, or call 800-
437-9824. 

Engstrom to Visit D.C. 
By Don Peasley 

 

    Howard Engstrom’s journey to Wash-
ington, D.C. May 27 has two motiva-
tions—love of country and respect for his 
World War II comrades who served with 
him in Europe. Engstrom and his wife 
Marian will participate in ceremonies 
dedicating the World War II Veterans Memorial at 1 p.m. on Saturday, May 29. 
    Accompanying them will be their daughter Sherryl Engstrom Somerville and 
their grandson Aaron Somerville. Engstrom, 83, says he is “motivated by patri-
otic fervor” and looks forward to the opportunity to join hundreds of thousands 
of veterans at the weekend dedication program. 
    For the past year Engstrom has been serving as chaplain with the Woodstock 
VFW. His duties involve calling on veterans at their homes and in hospitals. “I 
think seeing these veterans with difficult health conditions makes me much more 
aware of the sacrifices by those who are in the military service,” said Engstrom. 
    During Monday night’s regular VFW meeting Engstrom was re-elected chap-
lain for another year. 
    In July 1942 the 21-year-old Engstrom enlisted in the Army Air Corps to be-
come a pilot. He completed his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, then to Kan-
sas City to an airplane mechanics school. He was sent to Spokane, Washington 
to work on B-17 and B-24 airplanes. He was transferred to England to service 
U.S. planes. While in advanced training at Rapid City, South Dakota he met 
Marian Holsten. They were married in 1945. 
    “I’m also looking forward to visiting the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial,” 
Engstrom said. “It’s a giant opportunity to show my grandson some of the his-
toric sites in and around Washington.” 

 See Engstrom Visit , page 3. 

Welcome New 5040 
Members! 

 

Mike Lackey 
David Bothum 

Bill Burri 
 

All of these men served  
proudly in Vietnam. Wel-
come to the post, comrades! 



 

May 22 and 23 are Poppy Days. We will be sell-
ing Poppies around Woodstock.  Call or signup 

at the post. 

Observing Memorial Day:  
 

"...gather around their sacred remains and garland the 
passionless mounds above them with choicest flowers of 
springtime....let us in this solemn presence renew our 
pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left 
among us as sacred charges upon the Nation's gratitude,-
-the soldier's and sailor's widow and orphan." --General 
John Logan, General Order No. 11, 5 May 1868 

Engstrom Visit , continued from page 2. 
 
The World War II Memorial is nearing completion. It is located 
at the Rainbow Pool site on the National Mall between the 
Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. More than 
16,500,000 Americans took part in World War II; 406,000 were 
killed and 1,218,000 were wounded. 
    Engstrom said the park service expects to open the exhibit late 
this week. “The plan was to wait until Memorial Day, but offi-
cials noted that over 1,000 World War II veterans are dying each 
day. This earlier opening will allow veterans to visit the site 
now,” Engstrom explained. 
    The World War II Memorial is equal in length of a football 
field. It has two big 43-foot arches at each end, symbolic of the 
Atlantic and Pacific War Theaters. Around the Plaza Pool are 
quotations etched into the granite from Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman, Douglas McArthur and others. An 85-foot wide 
granite Freedom Wall covered with 4,000 gold stars commemo-
rates the 400,000 Americans killed during World War II. 
    Friedrich St. Florain, design architect, said the Memorial hon-
ors not only the sacrifices of those on the battlefield but also 
honors the resolve of a united nation. 
    “The Memorial must serve to remember and celebrate the co-
lossal triumph of democracy over tyranny.” 
    Construction began in September 2001. Robert Dole, former 
senator, was chairman of the initial fund drive to finance this 
memorial. Most of the $174 million to build this memorial has 
been obtained through fundraising activities. 
    Bronze sculptured panels depicting scenes from the war are 
being erected along the ceremonial entrance from 17th Street. 
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Don’t Feel Like Cooking? 
Have Dinner at the Post! 

 

Wednesdays: 5-8 pm...$7.95 
 

Fridays: 5-8 pm - Ocean Perch Fry 
 

All you can eat...$5.95 

Howard and Marian Engstrom, pictured above, will 
be traveling to the opening of the World War II Vet-
erans Memorial in Washington D.C. Howard re-
grets no other local VFW members have indicated 
plans to participate in this historic event. (Mary 
Peasley photo) Buddy Poppy History  

From the VFW National Website 
 

“In Flander's Field" describes a battlefield of 
crosses dotted with red poppies. The poem 

deeply touched the nation and the world, and, from that point on, 
poppies became known throughout the world as a memorial 
flower, a reminder of the lives lost in wartime.  
 

"In Flanders Fields"  
by John McCrae 

 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow,  
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place; and in the sky,  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly,  
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead.  
Short days ago,  

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved and now we lie,  

In Flanders Fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe 

To you, from failing hands, we throw,  
 

See Buddy Poppy , page 4. 

Honoring Veterans Graves with Flags 
By Jack Fish  

 

    On May 26 or 27, about 9:00 am, Jack Fish and oth-
ers plan on putting American flags at the gravesites of 
veterans in Oakland Cemetery and Memorial Park. 
    Each year a team of about 15 people decorate 500 or 
so veterans graves. If you would like to help out, call the 
Post (815-338-5040) or Jack (815-338-2314) for more 
details. 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 
 

 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

 
 
Jaycees  7 pm 

 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

1 

2 
 

3 
Woodstock Memorial 
Day Committee 7 pm 

4 
Dirt Group 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

5 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

6 
Ladies Auxiliary 
7:30 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

7 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

8 
 

9 
 

 

10 
American Legion  
7:30 pm 

11 
VFW Board Mtg. 7 pm  
Dirt Group 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

12 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

13 
Jaycees  7 pm 

14 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

15 
 

16 
 

17 
VFW Meeting 7 pm 
VFW Pre-Meeting 
Dinner (VFW Members 
Only)  6:30 pm  

18 
Dirt Group 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

19 
Veterans Assistance 
Commission of 
McHenry County (7:30 
pm) 
 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

20 
Marines 7 pm 
Marines Auxiliary 7 pm 
Jaycees  7 pm 

21 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

22 
Buddy Poppy Days 
Signup at Post to help 
sell poppies. 

23 
Buddy Poppy Days 
Signup at Post to help 
sell poppies. 

24 
 

25 
Dirt Group 7 pm  
Jaycees  7 pm 

26 
Chicken and Ribs and 
Special  5 - 8 pm  

27 
Jaycees  7 pm 

28 
Fish Fry / Salad Bar 
5 - 8 pm  

29 

29 30 
 
 
Memorial Day 
Observed 
10 am Ceremony on 
Woodstock Square 
11 am Parade 
12 pm Lunch at Post 

  
Ladies Auxiliary 
7:30 pm 
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May 2004 

Closed 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 ������� � Post Normal Operating Hours  (unless noted otherwise) �������  

Buddy Poppy , continued from page 3. 
 

The torch, be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us, who die,  

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow, 
In Flanders Fields.  

 
    Selling replicas of the original Flanders' poppy origi-
nated in some of the allied countries immediately after 
the Armistice. In 1921, the Franco-American Children's 
League began the first nationwide sale of poppies to 
benefit children in the devastated areas of France and 
Belgium. 
    Madam Guerin, who was recognized as the "poppy 
lady" from France, sought and received the cooperation 
of the VFW in 1922 after the Franco-American Chil-
dren's League was dissolved. The VFW conducted its 
first poppy distribution before Memorial Day in 1922 
becoming the first veterans' organization to organize a 
nationwide distribution. The poppy soon was adopted as 

the official memorial flower of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States. 
    It was during the 1923 encampment that the VFW decided 
that VFW Buddy Poppies be assembled by disabled and needy 
veterans who would be paid for their work to provide them 
with some form of financial assistance. The plan was formally 
adopted during the VFW's 1923 encampment. The next year, 
disabled veterans at the Buddy Poppy factory in Pittsburgh, 
assembled VFW Buddy Poppies. The designation "Buddy 
Poppy" was adopted at that time. 
    In February 1924, the VFW registered the name "Buddy 
Poppy" with the U.S. Patent Office. A certificate was issued on 
May 20, 1924, granting the VFW all trademark rights in the 
name of Buddy under the classification of artificial flowers. 
The VFW has made that trademark a guarantee that all poppies 
bearing that name and the VFW label are genuine products of 
the work of disabled and needy veterans. No other organiza-
tion, firm or individual can legally use the name "Buddy" 
Poppy. 
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Historical Society Honors Peasley  
By Marybeth Vogrinc 

 

    Photographs reflecting 57 years of veterans’ activities are 
among photos being given the McHenry County Historical 
Society by Don Peasley. A dinner to help fund the collection 
on March 27 included a printed program, and on the back 
cover of the program was a photograph of Past Commanders 
of Post 5040 taken in 1968. 
    Don began photographing VFW activities when he be-
came editor of the Woodstock Journal in 1947. Since found-
ing the Woodstock VFW News in 1955 he has a large num-
ber of photos from which to select for the archives at the 
Historical Society in Union. 
    Nancy Fike, Historical Society executive director, ex-
plained the value of the museum owning the photo collec-
tion. Fike said, “As a museum we get the following: 
    (1) A vast range of records covering more than 50 years 
of sports, religion, community events, changing environ-
ments, businesses, individuals, technology and changes in 
farming. 
    (2) Specific identification of the photos, who, what, where 
and when, that makes accurate information possible. 
    (3) A preservable format, pictures with negatives individ-
ual stored in archival sleeves. 
    (4) An unique educational tool. 
    (5) Assurance that the Historical Society has a mission to 
preserve and ways to use the collection to make the photos 
available for public benefit.” 
    The fundraiser March 27 raised $30,000 which will go 
towards making prints from Don’s vast attic photo nega-
tives, identifying them and placing the photos in a computer-
ized program. 
    Fike said the Historical Society is using a computer sys-
tem designed for the museum’s record-keeping use. “We 
will continue to seek more funds for the photo collection 
project and can list ways the photos are being used right 
now. 
    “One way is in displays erected in The James, the mu-
seum’s traveling historical exhibit. Another way is for edu-
cational videos produced by the museum and in classroom 

local history booklets. People doing research on historical 
subjects will have these photos available.” 
    Joe Gitlin served as chairman of the fundraising event.  
    Sarah Peasley, daughter of Don and Fran Peasley, helped 
introduce her father saying, “My father’s photos are 
McHenry County’s family album. 
    “The Historical Society will always have a safe, accept-
able place for this family album. It is making sure that 
whenever future generations open this album to look at his-
tory they will know the names, dates and places of those 
who came before them,” she said.  
    The VFW collection includes all Past Commanders and 
presidents, respectively, of the VFW and VFW Auxiliary. It 
includes all Teachers of the Year winners, all Miss VFW 
contestants and Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day activities 
and ongoing events throughout the years. 
    The Historical Society is seeking additional contributions 
to help finance this project. Contributions may be made to 
the Don Peasley Photography Archive Collection, P.O. Box 
434, 6422 Main Street, Union, Illinois, 60180. 
    

Howard Eng-
s t r om ,  VFW 
chaplain, gave 
t h e  c l o s i n g 
prayer at the 
McHenry County 
Historical Society 
fundraiser to help 
finance acquiring 
the Don Peasley 
Photo Collection. 
The photo collec-
tion includes 
hundreds of VFW 
photos. A photo 
of Past Com-
manders taken in 
1968 was fea-
tured in the event’s program. (Photo by Marybeth Vogrinc) 



Letters to the Editor…  
If you would like to  
send a letter to 
the editor, please  
send it to the following address (do 
not send it to the post address):   
 

 Matt Klos 
VFW 5040 News Editor 

259 Dartmoor Dr. 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

 

 (815)-479-8842 
 

And for those of you with access to 
the internet, you can e-mail me at:   

matt.klos@vfw5040.org 
 

Visit our Post Website: 
 

www.vfw5040.org 
 

WOODSTOCK VFW NEWS 
240 Throop Street 

Woodstock, IL 60098 
 

 Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 
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Permit No. 338 

Woodstock, IL 60098 
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Woodstock VFW NEWS is published monthly by VFW Post 
5040, 240 Throop St., Woodstock, IL 60098 (phone 
815/338-5040). Matthew Klos, Editor. Founded in July 1955 
by Don Peasley (Editor 1955-2002). Fifteen time winner of 
the National VFW Awards for Best Post Publication. No. 1 in 
1956, 1963, 1971, and 1985. Second in 1968, 1970, 1990, 
1997 and 1999. Third in 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 2000, 
2001. Voted Illinois VFW’s best 28 times, including 1999-
2001. Circulation: ~800. 
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B T M 
BTM INDUSTRIES, INC. 

604 Washington Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

 SHERWIN DECORATING 
 

 Interior 
Professional 

 

Painting  ����  Wallpapering  
Fancy Finishes ����  Wood Finishing  

 
Sid Sherwin             13700 W. South St. 

 (815) 338-5573        Woodstock, IL 60098  

OAKLAND CEMETERY 

14307 Kishwaukee Valley Rd. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

DWIGHT AUSTIN, Pres. 
(815) 338-4309 Est. 1859 

ESTABLISHED FOR MORE THAN 114 YEARS 
�
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222 WASHINGTON STREET 

WOODSTOCK, IL 60098  
 

JAMES A. ZOIA P RESIDENT 
 

 
PHONE 815/338-0358 

FAX 815/338-0375 
 

zoiamonumentco@prodigy.net 

Serving McHenry County Since 1948 

BENOY MOTOR  
SALES, INC. 

1790 S. EASTWOOD DRIVE 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 

CHRYSLER FIVE STAR AWARD DEALER 

(815) 338-5100 

Raymond Benoy 
President 
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�

226 W. Main Street 
Cary, IL 60013 

 

PHONE: (847) 639-2134 ����  (815) 385-0300 
FAX: (847) 639-2163 

 

frischbarrettins@ameritech.net 
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(815) 568-8071         �������� ��� �(815) 568-0003�

Woodstock Car Wash 
(Visa and MasterCard Accepted) 

 

Automated Touchless Car Wash 
Heated Bays 

 

218 Fair Street 
(Back of McDonald’s) 

Woodstock 
 

815/338-0115 
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